The City of Williamson
Planning Commission
			P.O. Box 9
		Williamson, Georgia 30292
PLS 19 SEPT 2025

Robert Pugh, Post 1								Ron Cooper, Post 4
Vacant, Post 2 					    			Douglas Bennett, Post 5
Lauren Collins, Post 3	
MINUTES
		REGULAR MEETING
18 September 2025 6:00 PM

**R. Pugh not in attendance. Collins, Bennett, Mayor Fry in attendance, Cooper called in**	
I. CALL TO ORDER……..Acting Chairman Douglas Bennett-Called to order 6:12p
II. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA (O.C.G A. § 50-14-1 (e) (1))-LC/RC 3-0
III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1(e) (2))-None
IV. REPORTS FROM CHAIRMAN AND COMMISSION MEMBERS
A. Commission member reports: None
B. Chairman’s Report: Visited the subject property to do a visual inspection of the construction. Noted for transparency’s sake that he resides on Old Fayetteville and affirmed there would be no bias. Mr. Cooper also resides on this road. 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None
VI. NEW BUSINESS
A. Review of WZV-25-1 for 271 Old Fayetteville Rd- The fence is not compliant with setbacks per city code and the building permit was submitted after the work was completed. Variance is not allowed under current regulations. Deck was also constructed without a permit, and a permit cannot be issued after construction is completed. Total non-compliance. Owner is a councilmember and lifetime resident of the city. Commission has to enforce the rules. Ordinance states when a property is in violation a permit cannot be applied for. Discussed possible remedies, to include tearing down and rebuilding, adjusting property line, or levying a penalty. City council is responsible for determining a resolution. Hardship cannot be applied for due to the non-compliance being self-inflicted.
B. Recommendation of approval or denial of variance- Motion to recommend denial of variance due to being in violation of city code RC/LC 3-0. DB asked if any action needed to be taken on the building permit. Mayor advised the council will need to look at the process and determine remedies.  Mayor stated the reasoning behind the current process was to make sure people didn’t think it would be easier to perform work without permission and then get forgiveness later. Mayor consulted city attorney about producing an affidavit in which the owner and contractor acknowledge the work is in violation and could be subject to civil litigation, and the city acknowledges the work did not conform with its ordinances. Attorney advised against the affidavit because it would show the city knew of the violation and subsequently let the contractor get away with it.
VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION (O.C.G.A.§ 50-14-2, et seq.) None.
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT: None requested.
IX. ADJOURNMENT: LC/RC 3-0 6:38p

