The City of Williamson
P.O. Box 9
Williamson, Georgia 30292
PLS 13MAR2026

Steve Fry, Mayor															John Smithson, City Council Post 3
Stephen Levin, City Council Post 1									Carol Berry, City Council Post 4
Bob Harrison, City Council Post 2								     Vacant, City Council Post 5

MINUTES
			REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
5 March 2026 7:00 PM
**Mayor and all council in attendance**
I. CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION, PLEDGE, WELCOME……Mayor Steve Fry-7:14p
II. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA (O.C.G A. § 50-14-1 (e) (1))-JS/SL 4-0
III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1(e) (2))
A. Minutes from Meeting held 5 February 2026-Approve as written CB/SL 4-0
B. Minutes from Meeting held 23 February 2026-Approve as written CB/SL 4-0

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT-Motion to approve JS/CB 4-0. Total of $1.7 million in all accounts.
V. REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS, COMMITTEES AND BOARDS
A. City Clerk Report-Fiber has been installed at City Hall and the library with no apparent increase in cost. All documents have been submitted to the auditor for the FY25 audit except the GEFA statement, which has been requested. Ring camera at park is still offline. 
B. Council Member Reports-SL-Busy getting motions together.
CB-Wisteria Festival is April 18 & 19, and volunteers are needed. Meeting scheduled for 10a on March 9 to discuss planning.
BH-Attended newly elected officials training. Recommended videoing meetings and additional security for city hall. Discussed permitting concerns and policies. Addressed the ethics complaint filed against him.
JS-Attended newly elected officials training. Will refresh mulch at park playground. Will remove limb piles and requested a small dumpster to utilize for disposal.
C. City Attorney Report-None.
D. Mayor’s Report-Reviewed building permit process and related concerns. Discussed issues with IGA and possibility of the city pulling out of the agreement. 
E. County Matters-Mayor is communicating with district commissioner about permit issues.
F. Library Report-New PC getting set up and book inventory in progress. Egg hunt for small children is April 3 at 11a and all others is April 4. Donations of plastic eggs and candy needed. During the 20 days open there were 106 patrons, 45 books checked out, and $43.50 income. Motion to move public comment before Unfinished Business BH/JS 4-0.
G. Public Comment-Owner of GA BBQ spoke regarding high water usage billed on invoice due 2/10. City’s water superintendent provided possible explanations for the high usage after advising the meter is not the issue, as bad meters show less use. Once water goes through the meter, it is the customer’s responsibility. He also noted that the Neptune representative confirmed the software and meter are functioning as they should. Much discussion. Motion to provide a leak credit to GA BBQ JS/CB 3-0 with BH abstaining.
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Speed Controlling Device Evaluation Process Progress, Public Hearing and Balloting-Hearing opened 8:16p. None spoke in favor. Two spoke against, citing decreased property values, cost to taxpayers, and impact on emergency vehicles. Hearing closed at 8:26p. Speed study results indicated low percentage of speeding. LMIG funds cannot be used on roads with speed devices per DOT regulations. Policy and ballot process deliberated. Council to review all data before making the final decision.
B. Memorial Tree Planting Project Updates-Stump removal complete, but there are areas with standing water that will need leveling out. Design plans by landscape architect delayed. Monument to be erected for placement of plaques.
C. Old Fayetteville Road Paving Project Update-Whitley Engineering provided four options, with cost ranging from $136,000 to $195,700. Prices included an engineering fee. Discussion. Motion to receive preliminary estimates CB/SL 4-0.
D. Amphitheater Status Update-No updated quote received from MRJ. McLeRoy quoted $126,500. Attorney needs contract to review. Discussed proposed changes to purchasing policy, which had its first reading on March 4.
E. Status of Repair of ROW and Property in Williamson Trace-Contractor was invoiced for damages but denied payment. City contractors did not take photos before making repair. Motion to move on from damages invoice JS/SL 4-0.
F. Zoning Text Amendments Review and Discussion-Reviewed Planning Commission’s recommendations for fence ordinance, which included restricting material type, height, and color. Motion to postpone further discussion until next meeting JS/CB 4-0.
G. Discussion Regarding Improvements at 1622 GA Hwy 362-Attorney advised Kevin Parker may fill the Ethics Board vacancy. Ethics concern regarding BH’s previous vote on SUP discussed. Motion to allow public comment CB/SL 4-0. Property owner talked about ethics complaint, noting BH mows grass for her, and expressed frustration over permitting delay. Attorney advised BH would need to recuse himself due to his work relationship. Mayor reported work being done is not legal in the city or the county. City trying to help by offering SUP, but ethics complaint created issue for previous approval. Discussion. Motion to approve SUP CB/JS 3-0, with BH recused.
H. Filling of Board of Ethics Position Vacancy-Awaiting reply from potential attorney.
I. Progress on Status of Blighted Properties in the City-Attorney working on documents to move forward with sending certified letters to property owners. If there is no reply, options include placing a lien on the property and city would do the work or a lawsuit can be filed. 
VII. [bookmark: _Hlk160442975]NEW BUSINESS
A. Quarterly Water Superintendent Report-Monthly BacT tests have been negative and disinfection byproducts test has been submitted. City’s two percent water loss qualifies for a plaque from EPD. Mr. Huckaby advised he has filed a complaint against Griffin Water for their failure to notify the city of the jet fuel leak.
B. Discussion of Text Amendment to Williamson Municipal Code Section-First reading approved March 4. Purchasing policy amendments reviewed and regulations for sealed bids discussed. Motion to postpone second reading until clarification on limits CB/JS, but after further discussion CB retracted the motion. Motion to tentatively accept the updated purchasing policy unless other issues arise SL/CB 4-0. Motion to request sealed bids for amphitheatre completion CB/SL 4-0.
VIII. [bookmark: _Hlk71016222]EXECUTIVE SESSION: (O.C.G.A. § 50-14)-None
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT:  Georgia BBQ Concerns Regarding Water Usage Item moved 
X. ADJOURNMENT-10:23p SL/JS 4-0
